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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 3 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph because of 
the phrases, common to both claims, "plurality of positioning holes" and "plurality of 
positioning bumps." Since these features have been recited in parent claims 1 and 9, 
they are duplicate features which should be removed. If the applicant wishes to recite 
additional positioning holes and positioning bumps, Claims 3 and 1 1 should be phrased 
as such. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4, 7, 9, 10, 12, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Le et al. in US Patent 6293636. 

3. Regarding Claim 1 , Le at al. teach a storage device fastening apparatus, the 
storage device having a plurality of first holes (138), the apparatus comprising a frame 
(102) installed inside a casing (152) with a plurality of second holes (140), a second 
hook (182) located on the side of the frame not facing the storage device, a fastening 
base (194) detachably installed on the frame having a plurality of bumps (198) formed 
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at positions corresponding to the second holes for penetrating through the second holes 
and into the first holes and a sliding portion (202) movably installed on the fastening 
base having a first hook (208) wherein the sliding portion is capable of residing at a first 
position and a second position so that the first hook is separated from the second hook 
in the first position and the first hook and the second hook are fastened to each other in 
the second position (see Le et al., column 8, lines 15-19). 

4. Regarding Claim 9, Le at al. further teach a storage device fastening apparatus, 
the storage device having two sides with a plurality of first holes (138) on each side, the 
apparatus comprising a first frame (128) with a least a first loading portion (best seen in 
Figure 3, 136) and a plurality of first elastic bodies with bumps (see Le et al., column 5, 
lines 5-12) corresponding to a first hole on one side of the storage device. 

5. Regarding Claims 2 and 10, Le at al. further teach a frame (126) comprising at 
least a loading portion (best seen in Figure 9, 136) on the side of the frame facing the 
storage device for loading the storage device. 

6. Regarding Claims 4 and 12, Le et al. further teach a sliding portion (202) having 
a first track (200) and a fastening base (194) having a second track (A) corresponding 
to the first track so that the sliding portion moves with respect to the fastening base 
along the first and second tracks between the first and second positions. 

7. Regarding Claims 7 and 15, Le et al. further teach a fastening base (194) with a 
first stop block and second stop block (180) on the fastening base for preventing the 
sliding portion from detaching from the fastening base during movement (see Le et al., 
column 7, lines 29-32). 
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Le et al. Figure 10 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 3 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Le et al. as applied to claims 1 and 9 above. Le et al. disclose a fastening base (194) 
with a plurality of bumps (198) fitting into holes (140) which also act as a positioning 
system. Because the fastening base will be installed onto a planar frame, two or more 
bumps and holes are sufficient to provide a means for positively positioning the base on 
the frame but an increased number of bumps and holes would provide additional 
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positioning means. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to better secure the storage device by using multiple positioning 
bumps and positioning holes as taught by Le et al. 

■ 

10. Claims 5 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Le et al. as applied to claims 1 and 9 above, and further in view of Feder in US patent 
41 14000. Le et al. do not disclose a fastening base with a sliding positioning bump or a 
sliding portion with a first or second positioning hole. Feder discloses a fastening base 
(47) with an elastic body (44) with a sliding positioning bump (51a) and a sliding portion 
(55) with a first positioning hole (58) and a second positioning hole (59). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify the 
device of Le et al. by using a fastening base with a sliding positioning bump and a 
sliding portion with two positioning holes as taught by Feder in order to provide another 
method of holding the sliding portion in position. 

11. Claims 6, 8, 14 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Le et al. as applied to claims 1, 7, 9 and 15 above, and further in 
view of Chen et al. in US patent 6390575. 

12. Regarding Claims 6 and 14, Le et al. do not disclose a first assembly error 
prevention assembly or a second assembly error prevention structure. Chen et al. 

♦ 

disclose a sliding device with a sliding portion (1) having a first assembly error 
prevention device (B) attached to a fastening base (3) with a second assembly error 
prevention device (35). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
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the time of invention to use first and second assembly error prevention devices as 
taught by Chen et al. in order to prevent assembly error. 

13. Regarding Claims 8 and 16, Le et al. do not disclose a first stop block with an 
inclined surface. Chen et al. disclose a sliding device with a stop block (15) having an 
inclined surface (A). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to use a stop block with an inclined surface as taught by Chen et al. in 
order to assist in the assembly of the sliding portion with the fastening base. 
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Conclusion 


14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Davis et al., Williams et al., Chen et al. in US Patent Application 
Publication US 20050078445 A1 , and XU disclose two-part storage device fastening 
apparatuses. Chen et al. in US Patent 6798653, Chen in US Patent 6388875, Boe, 
Hooper et al., McAnally et al., and Johnson disclose storage device fastening 
apparatuses. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Noah C. Hawk whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1480. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9am to 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on 571-272-6867. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 


published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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